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The ability to read music on sight is one of the most important assets any musician can possess.  In addition to
developing the appropriate skill set for sightreading, a predetermined sightreading procedure can be beneficial to
both ensembles and individuals. This involves “practicing” the art of sightreading. The acronym MKT-RADAR
(                               ) assists learners in remembering the elements of this methodical approach to sightreading preparation. 

HOW IT WORKS....

SIGHTREADING PROCESS

Features include:
• Introduces a step-by-step technique for effective sightreading

• Progressive and comprehensive curriculum addressing the various music literacy skills
to sight-read efficiently

• Serves as instructional “text book” for instrumental classes
• Assists in meeting district, state and national standards

• Makes instructional assessment more efficient and easier to achieve
• Learning outcomes and assessment material make class preparation more efficient and can be

adapted to fit curriculum
• Rigorous, relevant and measurable instructional material for your band curriculum
• Learning outcomes can be adapted for school district, state and national learning and

assessment models as needed

• FLEXIBLE: Competency Sets can be used for ensemble or individual warm-up, or individual
elements can be incorporated into existing warm-up routine

• Instructional materials can be adapted to rehearsal schedule
• Use with any size group and with any instrumentation
• Provides challenging, but fun-to-play educational material which can serve as

(or supplement) your daily routine
• Use as a supplement for individual study, adapt for chair placements or progress evaluation
• Percussion can be played by any ‘battery’ instrument reading from either line

• Designed for series implementation after completion of a standard “beginning band” method book

• Special End-Of-Instruction (EOI) assessment packs are available

"A very logical, rigorous and measur-
able sequence of learning to aid all
musicians."

Will Fairbanks
Director of Bands
Greenville College
Greenville, Illinois
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Instructional 
elements

clearly labeled

Each Sightreading Co
mpetency Set

includes the following
 elements:

_____________

MKT-RADAR PROCESS
Scan the new music from top left to bottom right to locate and identify the distinct musical elements which can be categorized

through the following step-by-step preparation process:• Meter – Check the beginning Meter (time) signature and scan the music (top left to bottom right) to locate and identify 

any changes in meter. Remember, unless indicated otherwise, the eighth note remains constant. possible, circle Meter

process.
• Key – Check the Key signature and try to determine if the selection is in a major, minor or modal key at the beginning.

Then identify any Key changes (again, scanning from top left to bottom right). Be sure to look for any scale fragments

and/or arpeggios which might be identifiable.• Tempo – Identify the initial Tempo marking and identify any tempo changes or tempo alterations (rit., accel., fermata,

etc.) which might occur.   

• Rhythm – Scan the selection for unusual or “tricky” Rhythms or syncopations.  If necessary (and time allows), isolate 

unique rhythms and syncopations.  Then sing or clap the Rhythms until they become more familiar.

• Accidentals – Check for Accidentals which might be unusual or unexpected.  
• Dynamics – Check for Dynamic markings at the beginning and throughout the selection (again, scanning from top 

left to bottom right).  Make a mental note of any dramatic dynamic changes (subito p, cresc., decresc., etc.).

• Articulation – Look for unique or unusual Articulation markings. Prepare mentally for a sequence of slurs or

series of staccato or accented notes which might occur.  Identify and note any special markings (marcato, tenuto,

trill, glissando, etc.).• Road Map – Check for Repeat signs, First and Second Endings, D.S., D.C., Coda, etc., (signs which alter the direct

path of the music).  Identify verbally and mentally the locations of these signs.   
The MKT-RADAR acronym provides the musician with an excellent tool for sightreading preparation.  This approach, when

mastered, enables the musician to sightread musical selections at his or her appropriate skill level with confidence. It is

also critical that ensemble members work as a team to follow the director’s instructions and gestures during sightreading

preparation and performance.
You are now ready to proceed   Be sure to maintain concentration and count through extended rests   Remember  in almost

                   

                    

 

      

Adaptable 
Learning

Outcomes

Unison 
Melody 

lines

Meter (Time) / Rhythms / Syncopation

Key Signature / Scales

Pitch Accuracy / Interv
als / Arpeggios

Articulation / Phrasing

Tempo / Interpretation / St
yle

Dynamic Contrast / Interpreta
tion

Assessment Exercises

Balance / Blend

Interpertation / Style

Transferable
Process

"Students are easily able to apply
the MKT*RADAR approach to 
concert repertoire.”

Ted Heggen
Band Director
Southeast Polk Jr. High
Pleasant Hill, Iowa
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SIGHTREADING 101 
By Dr. Ed Huckeby 

SIGHTREADING 101 is BOOK ONE of a sequential curriculum for bands designed to develop 
the core music literacy competency skills needed for reading music "at sight." 

This book should be utilized after the completion of Book 1 of any beginning band method. 

• Peels back the layers of music and 
then brings them back together in a
logical manner, providing students a
focused approach to learning each 
musical element on its own 

'This is built in a step-wise curricular way that leads 
to success." 

Asher Raboy 
Department of Music 
Pacific Union College 
Angwin, California 

• 13 Competency Sets with
short, focused exercises
on each element

• 2 extended-length Practice Assessments

• Student Self-evaluation/
AssessmenVProgress Chart

Competency Set Keys/Scales: 
1 . Concert Bb Major 
2. Concert G minor
3. Concert Eb Major
4. Concert C minor
5. Chromatic Scale
6. Chromatic Scale 
7. Concert F Major
8. Concert D minor
9. Concert Bb Major/G minor review

10. Concert Eb Major/C minor review
11 . Chromatic Scale review
12. Concert F Major/D minor review
13. Integrated Scales

Set Elements: 
.1 Meter (Time )/Rhythm 
.2 Key Signatures/Scales 
.3 Pitch Accuracy/Intervals/Arpeggios 
.4 Articulation/Phrasing 
.5 Tempo 
.6 Dynamic Contrast 
.7 MKT-RADAR Assessment 

• 6 fundamental key signatures
and the chromatic scale
addressed

SELF-EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT/PROGRESS CHART 

• Rhythm studies in 4/4, 2/4,
3/4, 6/8 and mixed meters

-

The chart below may be used for self-evaluation, teacher assessment and/or to monitor your progress toward mastering each 
Competency Set element. Remember, in music performance the objective is to reach "perfection.n 

Place a checkmark or date in the appropriate box for each level of mastery. 

(•) "accurately perfonnlng "some" of the element(s) {(•)) "accurately perfonnlng "most" of the element(s) {{(•))}=mastery 

14.1-Meter{Tlme)/Rhyttun 19.1·Meter(Time)111hythm 24.1-Meter(Time)IRtiythm 

14.2-KeySlgna1uresr.lcales 19.2-keySlgnalures/Scales 24.2-keySlgna!ures/Scales 

14.3-PilchAl:curacy/lntemls/Afpeggios 19.3-PitchAccuracy/ln1e als/ArpeggiOs 24.3-PitchAccuracy,1n1emls/Afpeggios 

14.4-Altlculatlon/Phraslng 19.4·Artk:ula11on/Phraslng 24.4·Altlcula11on/Phraslng 

14.5-Temp0/lnterp1ela1lon,1Style 19.5-Tempo/lnterpreta!ion/Style 24.5-TempO/lnterpretal!Oll,IStyle 

14.6-DynamicCOn1rast 19.6-DyiiamlcCOntrasl 24.6-DynamicCOnlrasl 

http://barnhouse.com/product.php?id=073-4375-00x


3.5 TEMPO . Allegro(" Li vely, brisk, rapid ") 

@ Allegro 
,,..---..._ 

How much class time
does it take? 

The pace is up to you!
Go through one competency set

per day or break up the sets
through the week depending on 

your schedule. 

"We use the book nearly every day. 

Somedays we use several exercises in a 

competency set and others we focus on 

just one exercise." 

Jayson Gerth 
Southeast Polk High School 
Pleasant Hill, Iowa 

Constant 
Eighth 

This series teaches so much
more than just sightreading 
... it teaches music literacy. 

Unison melody lines 
insure all instruments 
get interesting parts 
to play. 

COMPETENCY SET #3 
3.1 METER (TIME)/RHYTHM 

3.2 KEY SIGNATURES/SCALES E' M . 
00 

• • 3JOr 

D 10 n 10 CJ 1 D  

3 3  PITCH ACCURACY/INTERVALS/ARPEGGIOS 
[l::j M2 M3 P4 

I. 

1 D _ 1 _ 1  :II 

D 10 1 1  :11 

PS 

/2. =------ ---=--. =--- --
2015 <;,L. Barnhouse Co., 1 0. Box 680 Osk 

\VARJ'\'ING' Th" . . . lntcrnauonal copyright secured All . h . 
aloosa. IA 52577. U.S.A. 

. is compos1t1on IS protected by copyright Jaw   . ng ts reserved. Pnn1ed in U.S.A. 
. o copy or reproduce ii by any method is a . f . n m nngement o f  the copyright law. 
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• dffasffdafs

• dffasffdafs
• dffasffdafs

Reinforcement 
of constant 

eighth

Prompts to use 
the sightreading

process

Extended-length
assessments in

each book

Hear the results!
Prompts remind students to use the        

process.  
Transfer this process over to your
band and lesson literature. Amazing!

Versatile!
Use exercises in order, or pick 
and choose, to supplement your 
lesson plans.

For intense work on just one 
element, read through that element’s
exercise from each of the 13 sets.

“I handed out a new piece and heard a marked improve-
ment after using the MKT-RADAR Process”

Greg Allen
Highland Middle School
Highland, Illinois

“Musical concepts are consistently
reviewed/reiterated"

Jacquelyn Meunier
Southeast Polk High School
Pleasant Hill, Iowa
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Exercises for
Rhythmic

Independence

Complete 
Scale

Reference

Advanced
Rhythm

Exercises

“This seems to capture the student’s attention.”
Jennifer Tylavsky
Southeast Polk 6th Grade
Pleasant Hill, Iowa
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• Assists teachers in meeting local, state and national standards.

• Specifically designed for “End-Of-Instruction” or 
“End-Of-Term” assessment.

• May be incorporated into a pre-test/post-test assessment format.

• Materials designed for full ensemble with any instrumentation and/or individual lesson evaluation.

• Includes three assessment exercises - one unison and two full band “excerpts” correlated with 
Sightreading 101, Sightreading 201 and Sightreading 301.

• Includes ready-to-use assessment tools for verbal, written and performance assessment and reporting.

• Evaluation may be administered by the conductor/director or an independent evaluator/adjudicator. 
Appropriate for peer evaluation.

• Assists teachers in meeting the core Rehearse, Evaluate and Refine standards of the 
National Association for Music Education.

• Assists teachers in meeting teacher evaluation standards defined 
in the 2015 National Association for Music Education Position 
Paper which states: “Measures of student achievement used in 
teacher evaluation must be based on student achievement that 
is directly attributable to the individual teacher...”

• Additional Assessment packs are scheduled for future release.

Assessment Packs

Measures student
progress with 

pre- and post-testing
ASSESSMENT PACK 101.1

ASSESSMENT PACK 201.1

ASSESSMENT PACK 301.1

Cat. No. 073-4490-00 - $60.00

Cat. No. 073-4436-00 - $60.00 Cat. No. 073-4590-00 - $60.00

“My final will be a no brainer!”
Jacquelyn Meunier
Southeast Polk High School
Pleasant Hill, Iowa

"I love it that this method includes
assessments that are easily used for
state required progress evaluations.
My administrators are can see 
quantified progress reports now too!"

Greg Allen
Highland Middle School
Highland, Illinois
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